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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS’, BRAUNSTON 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2017 

 
The primary object of the PCC is the promotion of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the doctrines and 
practices of the Church of England. 
The Parochial Church Council is a corporate body established by the Church of England.  The PCC operates under the 
Parochial Church Council Powers Measure.   
The PCC at Braunston has the responsibility of co-operating with the Team Vicar to promote, in this ecclesiastical 
parish, the whole mission of the Church – pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.  It also has the responsibility of 
maintaining the fabric of the church.   
The PCC accepts the House of Bishops’ safeguarding guidance, both policies and practice, and it publishes  and 
regularly reviews its Safeguarding Policy. 
The Mission Statement agreed by the PCC states that:  “We are here to love and serve God within our community and 
in the world.” 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting in accordance with the 
Church Representation Rules.  During 2017 the following served as members of the PCC. 
 

Team Vicar: The Rev. Canon Sarah Brown. The Rectory, 71, High Street, Braunston NN11 7HS  
 

Churchwardens Mrs A Parker-Tyler  Reader and Lay Chairman of PCC. 

 Mr P Milner  Deanery Synod Representative, Daventry Team  
Council Representative. 
 

Other  
Members: 

Rev. J Stevenson 
Mr C Allen 
Mr P Hobbs  
Mr C Dunn 
Mrs R Morgan 
Mrs J Gibson 
Mrs J Lancaster 
 

 
 

Daventry Team Council Representative 
PCC Secretary 
Treasurer 
 
Safeguarding Officer 
Lay Pastoral Minister 
 
 
 
 

THE PCC AND COMMITTEES 
 
PCC meetings were held in January, February, April, May, June, July, September, November and December.  The 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting was held in March.   
 
As well as acting on a broad range of issues affecting the church and the wider community, the PCC received regular  
Treasurer’s reports and reports on the church’s fabric as well as reports from representatives of the Daventry Team 
Council, the Deanery Synod and Friends of All Saints’ Church.   Attendance at meetings (excluding APCM) throughout 
the year averaged 82%. 
 
Rev. Canon Sarah Brown’s appointment at All Saints’ ended on Christmas Day.   There will be an extra burden on the 
Church Wardens and the PCC have asked Mark Beaumont and Fergus McCloghry to act as Church Wardens 
Assistants during the interregnum.  
 
CHURCH SERVICES AND ATTENDANCE 
 
In accordance with the regulations, the Electoral Roll was revised early in 2017 before the APCM in March.  The 2017 
Roll listed 93 names (2016= 91, 2015=90, 2014=89, 2013=87, 2012= 86, 2011 = 86, 2010 = 80 & 2009 = 79).  
 
Attendance at Sunday services during 2017 averaged 74.4 adults and 6.0 children (2016 = 72.8 adults and 7.3 
children).  This figure is calculated from the attendance at all Sunday Services during 2017 excluding Easter Day.   
 
During 2017 there were: 
                                       20 Baptisms 
                                       13 Funerals 
                                        4 Weddings  
                                        0 Candidates confirmed 
 
Holy Communion Services are held at 8.00 am on three Sundays each month and Parish Eucharist services are held 
at 11.00 am on the first and third Sundays of each month, with a Family Service on the second Sunday, and a Family  



 

Communion on the fourth Sunday.   Junior Church, led by Rebecca Morgan, is on the first and third Sundays.   
Evensong is held on the first Sunday of each month. No Labels Worship is held on the last Sunday of each month. 
Other services held at Braunston during 2017 included a holy communion at Pentecost, an ‘open air’ Family Service  
at Braunston Marina in June, All Soul’s, and a Service of Remembrance on Remembrance Sunday.  The Christmas 
services of Nine Lessons and Carols, Christingle, Christmas Eve Crib Service and the midnight communion were 
 also popular as well-established services at All Saints’.    
 
REVIEW OF THE YEAR 
As part of the wider Daventry Team, members of the PCC have worked both to support All Saints’ current worship and 
outreach activities, and to explore new possibilities for the church’s work.  All are very aware of the importance of 
finding new and effective ways to reach out to those beyond the fringes of the church community, and drawing them 
towards God.  Also for maintaining and improving the Church building.   Priorities this year have included the choice 
of a solution to the problems of ‘Messy Corner’, the consideration of the restrictive facilities for Junior Church, Peace at 
Lunchtime and the Passover Supper, and also the selection of an AV system to improve worship facilities. 
 
Mission 
 
It is a policy of the PCC to, annually, make charitable donations equal to 10% of the planned giving received.   There is 
a committee who recommend the beneficiaries and a list of these is approved by the PCC and published. 
 
The church’s mission to children and young people is acknowledged as very important and a continuous effort has 
been made to encourage children and families to become part of Braunston’s regular congregation.  All Saints’ 
maintains close links with Braunston School.  The school’s SIAMS (Section 48) Diocesan Inspection report reads that 
“The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Braunston CE Primary School as a Church of England school are 
outstanding.”    The church hosted a School Easter Service, A Pentecost Service, this being followed by a picnic. a 
School Harvest Service and a School Carol Service. The Youth Church, on Saturdays continues to be an important  
worship service for a number of young people across the Daventry team.  
 
The monthly PCC meetings have again alternated between those dedicated to Business, such as finance and church 
fabric, and those dedicated to Mission/Ministry matters, including outreach and church growth.   In 2015 the PCC 
appointed a team to devise a Five Year Vision and yearly plans towards that vision.    Aims set are to Grow Our 
Discipleship, Grow in the Community, Grow our Social Engagement, Grow Financially, Improve our Building, and to 
Grow Our Congregation.  This Growth Action Plan (GAP) is revised annually and the vision, plans and progress are 
reported to the congregation and published on the church website.  The PCC are very grateful to the team for this 
work. As part of the GAP initiative there are home based prayer groups, the prayer corner in the church was much 
improved and there is a discipleship library.  
 
Maggie Murray was commissioned as Parish Nurse, at a family service in January, and the PCC are grateful to Maggie 
that her appointment has been such a success, giving sixteen hours per week of combined spiritual and professional 
medical support to complement that offered by the church, the NHS and other external agencies in caring for the 
community of Braunston.   Maggie is supported by a steering group, and the newly set up pastoral visiting team, led 
by Joanne Gibson and comprised of a small number of dedicated volunteers from the congregation including 
Eucharistic Assistants, Kim McCloghry and Maggie herself.   In January, also, we welcomed the appointment, after 
training, of two more Eucharistic Assistants, namely Anne Parker-Tyler and Julie Leadbetter. 
 
In April the church housed an art exhibition, part of an “Art Talk Project” by Elizabeth Gray King, designed to provoke 
theological discussion. 
 
We are proud that in September, licensing took place, in Peterborough cathedral, of Anne Parker-Tyler as a Reader. 
 
Come November and we were again delighted when Kim McCloghry was licensed as a Lay Pastoral Minister. 
 
There was again an open invitation, in September, to an end of summer lunch in the rectory garden. 
 
Peace at Lunchtime’ launched by Rev. Sarah in 2012 continues to be popular.  It runs every Wednesday with gentle 
reflective prayer followed by lunch and time to chat. Numbers attending average 16 but can be in the early 20’s. This 
has encouraged some people to attend regular Church services. 
 
Morning Prayer, every Tuesday morning, has been held at the church and at Maple Close but since September only 
at the latter.. 
 
Home Communion has been taken out regularly to 2 homes in Braunston and to other homes on an ad hoc basis as 
well as to the Evelyn Wright Home and Brownlands Nursing Home in Daventry and the Elysium Neurological Nursing 
Home, Badby Park.    Lay led Christmas and Easter Services were held at Badby Park with support from the Church 
and village choirs. 
 



 

Rev. Sarah and Jacqui Lancaster have compiled a hymn book of one hundred of people’s favourite hymns, to be 
lighter, with bigger print, suitable for All Age Worship, and this will be introduced shortly. 
 
The council is taking determined action to make the church more welcoming and comforting and at making church  
services more attractive to all ages. 
 
Presence in the Village 
As a means of mission outreach, All Saints’ has continued to maintain a strong presence in the wider village 
community.  This has been done in a variety of ways.  The monthly local newsletter, Braunston Village News, 
continues to be produced and funded jointly with the local Parish Council and is distributed to every household in the 
village. It includes details of church services and activities, with a regular contribution from the Rev Sarah.  Jenni 
Burton continues to do an excellent job in her role of editor.   
 
Joanne and Andre Gibson have continued to maintain the Church website and its quality is widely recognised.    The 
site contains up to date information and includes generic email addresses for all the main contacts.  The Church also 
has a Facebook page which is an increasing source of communication for younger members.    
 
All Saints continues to support the joint initiative with the parish council to run the community café, with many church 
member volunteers, and members of the PCC are on the Steering Committee which has been chaired by the vicar.   
Also continuing to co-operate in providing a community car.   We have an increasing and important presence in the 
primary school where Rev Sarah and Jean Waghorn have run collective worship every week and support religious 
instruction and we have other initiatives with visits to church by school classes and the cubs. 
 
The PCC has a Fete Committee and a Fund Raising committee which, supported by volunteers, ran a “Bring and Buy” 
event for unwanted gifts, two Quiz Nights, a Promenade Concert, a Summer Fete, a car treasure hunt, an Autumn Fair 
and a Christmas (Musical) Extravaganza.   All of these events, besides being money raisers are times when contact is 
made with the villagers for outreach and fellowship.   Some of the events take place in the church building.   The PCC 
is very grateful to parishioners for their support. 
 
The “Friends of All Saints Braunston”, the Braunston Church building preservation charity, ran money raising events in 
the village including a jazz concert in the grounds of Bragborough Hall.  The timeline which they introduced in 
December 2013, continues to attract visitors to the church and to raise donations. 
 
Another initiative which remains popular is the opportunity for individuals to pay to have the church floodlit on a 
particular date, with many villagers choosing to mark special occasions in this way.  This is done on an ad hoc basis 
but also through “Friends of All Saints”, and is an opportunity for all those who do not necessarily attend the church on 
a regular basis to contribute to its upkeep.   An additional incentive is the ability to view the floodlit church on the 
worldwide web. 
 
In September, thanks to Gloria Brough, the church again welcomed participants in the fundraising Northamptonshire 
Historic Churches Ride and Stride. 
  
Serving simple refreshments after services encouraged those attending to stay on after the services as did the 
opportunities to have a sherry & cake after the 11.00 Service to celebrate various ‘special’ occasions.   
 
Beyond the parish, All Saints’ has continued to support Hope and Homes, as Brenda & Peter Hobbs continued to take 
responsibility for fundraising on behalf of Braunston Village and Church, Ashby Church and Village and Braunston 
School. The ever popular ‘penny pots’ have raised an amazing amount of money and the PCC are deeply appreciative   
of the years of commitment, hard work and enthusiasm of Brenda and Peter.  It is now hoped that someone else is 
able to continue this valuable work. 
 
Worship  
 
A constant focus of the PCC continues to look at ways of improving the worshipping life of the church and to find ways 
to make it relevant and timely to the people we serve.  The weekly bulletin carries prayer requests for matters of church 
concern and worshippers are encouraged to take it away with them. 
 
The monthly “No Labels” evening service, with a band and modern hymns of praise, as introduced in 2015, has 
continued to be popular. 
 
There were, Friday evening, sung complines on significant dates in the calendar. 
 
A Passover supper was held again on Maundy Thursday, thanks to the efforts of John and Rene Stevenson, and as 
usual was well attended.  Children and seniors enjoyed a Messy Easter Workshop on Good Friday morning and in the 
afternoon the adults spent an “Hour at the Cross”.  On the eve of Easter there was a Passion Narrative Service with 
music. 



 

 
On May 25

th
 we welcomed visitors, from churches in the team, for an Ascension Day Service and the next day we 

again welcomed the Waterways Chaplains conference to All Saints Church. In early June there was a School 
Pentecost Service along with a picnic. 
 
 October harvest time was celebrated with a Sunday morning Family Service, followed by a Harvest Communion    
 Service  in the evening.  All Souls service, in remembrance of our deceased, was held in the first week in November. 
  
The special Christmas services were well attended and on December 17

th
, after the service, refreshments were  

served by Rev. Sarah and her family before we bade them a fond farewell, a week later, on Christmas day. 
 
 
Maintenance 
 
The PCC are very appreciative of the multitude of routine and maintenance and replacement tasks undertaken by  
Pat Milner, Charles Dunn and the many volunteer parishioners. 
 
Last year’s the Quinquennial Report highlighted, among other things, that the two large windows at the west end of the 
church were in need of extensive restoration and that work has begun since the year end.   We are very grateful to the  
Friends of All Saints’ for major funding for this. 
 
Another project completed was the long awaited repair to the wall at the west end of the churchyard.   We thank the 
Parish Council for finding the funds for this. 
 
Among the other essential tasks completed was the laying of an underground power cable from the Parish Room 
porch, around the church building, to the kitchen.  This to avoid conflict with the supply to the church organ. 
 
Investigations continue into possible improvements to heating the body of the church which is complicated, not only 
as to the choice of system but also by the necessity for supply cables to be routed with the minimum disturbance to 
existing architecture. 
 
Possibilities for re-ordering are still being investigated both as to the best long term plan and also to more immediate 
solutions to the problem of the church’s “messy Corner.”   
 
Financial Review –  
 
The 2017 Year End Income and Expenditure Account shows a deficit for the year of £8,076 but we are not overly 
concerned as this is after £14,403 parish nurse costs which are financed from a Diocese grant.   Total income for the  
year was £84,705 (2016=£169,934) and total expenditure £92,781 (2016=£216,442).   Our income in 2016, however, 
included a grant of £47,300 for the provision of a Parish Nurse and £43,784 to help with roof repairs.   If one removes 
grants from both years figures, the comparison would be between £83,280,for 2017, and £78,850, for 2016.   An 
increase of £4,430, a much healthier picture.   Planned Giving income,£51,858, increased by 13.7% compared with 
2016.   Without the exceptional roof repair expenses and the grant financed Parish Nurse costs comparative total 
expenditure figures would be £71,703, for 2017, and £77.786, for 2016.  
Planned expenditure during the coming year includes major repair to two windows, the installation of an Audio Visual 
system and alterations to tidy up the back of the church.   We are grateful that “Friends of All Saints” are prepared to  
cover most of the cost of the window repairs and with the support of church members we are confident that we will be 
able to take on these challenges. 
 
Reserves Policy –  
 
It is PCC policy to try to maintain a balance of unrestricted funds, which equates to approximately two months  
unrestricted payments, to cover emergency situations that may arise from time to time.   This is regarded as part of 
£61,661 of unrestricted funds held.   The remainder of total net assets of £110,782 is comprised of a Restricted Fund of 
£30,981 for Paris Nurse costs and Designated Funds, earmarked for particular activities, of £18,140.   Total finances 
held are £117,408 of which £19k is held in a Lloyds Instant Access Account, 38k in a Lloyds Treasurers Account and 
£61k in Church of England, Central Board of Finance accounts.  
 
 
Approved by the Parochial Church Council of All Saints’ Church, Braunston on February 14

th
,2018 and signed on their 

behalf by Mrs Anne Parker-Tyler (Lay Chairman) 
 
 

......................................................... 


